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I'M HURT TOO....
A LEG ACCIDENT!

WE FOUND YOU ALONG
THE BLACK RIVER...
YOU WERE ALMOST
PEAD, YOU KNOW!

IM VALSEMBOR,
THE GRAND
VAL SEMBOR

HOSPITAL !

THE BLACK RIVER...




TELL ME!
STRANGERS ALWAYS HAVE
AMAZING ADVENTURES!
AND | GET BORED A LOT, YOU KNOW...
TLL BE SOME TIME BEFORE
| cam waLk... A LEG IS NOT
AN EASY FIX...

ITS A STORY
THAT STARTS FAR AWAY
FROM HERE, IN VALADILENE,
A SMALL VILLAGE N THE FRENCH ALPS,
A HUMNDPRED YEARS AGD -
LOWG BEFORE | GOT INVOLVED...
S0 TS A VERY LONG STORY...




) THE ALITOMATOMN HASMT SAID
- ITS LAST WORD,

4 My DEAR SIRS, YOU HAVE
BEFORE YOU THE QUINTESSENCE OF

EVERY DAY, ELECTRICITY
GAINS MORE GROUND,
| ACMIT, BUT IT WILL ALWAYS
EBE MORE DEFENDENT ON
HYDRALILIC POWER STATIONS

COMPETITORS?

MOT AT ALL! ELECTRICITY,
THAT TRIVIAL FORCE, HAS NO
FUTLIRE BEYOND STREET
LAMPS, M CONVINCED !




WHEREAS THE ALTOMATON WILL ALWAYS ENJOY
MIRACULOUS ALTONOMY BECAUISE OF TS
MYSTERIOUS COMBIMATION OF MECHAMNISMS
ASSEMBLED DOWM TO THE VERY LAST
MICROMETER AND THE NOBILITY
OF THE MATERIALS UISER!

AND IF THE SOURCES OF ELECTRICITY,
COAL OR PETROLELIM SOME DAY DRY UP,
WHAT WILL REMAIN BUT THE VORALBERG
MECHANISMS, ENDURING CENTURIES ON
JUST A DROP OF Ol AND A TURM OF

THE WREMCH TO LIVE ONCE MORE
AT THE BEHEST OF THEIR OWNER?

TS UP TO You SRS

TO ACCOMPANY THE AMBITION
THAT PRIVES US HERE

AT THE VORALBERG FACTC...!

AND' ANY ELECTRIC STRATEGY WILL MEVER







BUT ITS TOTALLY DARK!




IVE ALREADY
SEEN THAT [N A BOCK
AT THE LIBRARY...







HE HASNT SPOKEN A WORD
SINCE HE WOKE LP...

IM BEGINNING TO GIVE LIP HOPE.., 4

EVER SINCE MY WIFE PASSED AWAY
GNVING BIRTH TO HANS, FATE SEEMS
TO HAVE TURNED TS BACK...

NOTHING IS5 IRREVERSIBLE,
MY DEAR FRANZ.
BE PATIENT.




ITS TRUE THAT THE ALITCMATON BUSINESS
IS AT A BIT OF A STANDSTILL, MR HERMANN,
BUT IM CERTAM [T'S ONLY TEMPORARY,

1M NOT SO CERTAN. MR, VORALBERS.,
AND CLIR BANK ISNT INCLINER
TO KEEP AFLOAT AN OUITDATER
SECTOR OF THE ECONOMY,

| UNPERSTAND, MR. HERMANN,
BUT BELIEVE ME, SOONER OR LATER,
LET ME REMING YU THAT | THE COMSUIMER WILL REALIZE THAT MOTHING
WE ARE NOT YOUR DOCTOR, I RIVALS THE EFFICIENCY OF OUR ALITOMATONS
BUT YOUIR BAMNK, AND OTHER MECHAMICAL INVENTIONS.

WE NEED GLARANTEES...

BE AS OO0 [N TERMS OF
RELIABILITY AND ALITONOMY,

ITS A4 MATTER OF ONE OR TWD YEARS,
MOTHIMNG MORE, TIME ENOUGH FOR
THE PEOPLE TO TIRE OF IT...




FRAMZ... YOUIRE LIVING N A DREAM WORLD,
TiMES CHANGE, AND THEY DO S0 RATHER GUICKLY!
HAVE A REST FRAMZ, TAKE IT EASY, STEF BACK,
AND ASSESS THE SITUATION.

| GET THE FEELING
YOUR FERSONAL ISSUES
ARE MAKING YOU LOSE
YOUR GRIF ON REALITY,

DONT vOU HAVE
ANYTHIMG BETTER TO 0O THAN
SCREW ARCUND WHILE | TRY
TO REMEDY THIS SITUATION?!

GooD GO0,
WHAT 0D | O
TO PESERVE THISP!

AND FAST!




var WITHIN THE MING
OF A WOUNCE

BUIT, IN SPITE
OF IT ALL, HE KEPT TRYING
TO COMMUNICATE - HE THOUGHT
COGS COULD MAKE LP FOR WHAT
HE LACKED IN WORDS.

AND HE ALSO HAD
AN OBSESSION: MAMMOTHS. ..
LIKE THE OMES HE HAD SEEM
ON THE CAVE WALLS BEFORE







FATHER, FATHER!
bocK WHAT HaNS
HAS GIVEN ME!
ISMT IT INCREDIBLE!P
A MAMMOTH THAT MOVES
ALL BY ITSELF!

YOUR FATHER
NEEDS REST, CHILDREN.
HE HAS & LONG BUSINESS TRIP
TO GENEVA TOMORROW MORNMING.
NOW, COME WITH ME.




TAKE YOUR TIME
MY LITTLE HANS, THERE'S
MO MEED TO FORCE THINGS.
ITLL COME BACK
TS ¥OU NATLIRALLY.










THIS WAS A MEMORY...
AND A RATHER CHERISHED
OME... THE LUTLE THUG HAS
WRECKED IT ALL AND TURNED
IT INTO A RIBICULOUS
PUPPET SHOWII!

EVERYTHIMG | WiSH
TO TELL YOU WILL BE RECORDED
OM A CYLINDER, AND ALL YOU HAVE TO 0O
IS INSERT IT INTO THE GRAMOPHOME,

MARLA, THE BOY IS
CONFINED TO HIS ROOM
UNTIL FLIRTHER MOTICE!

HE'S TO HAVE BREAD

AND WATER ONLY!




THREE DAYS LATER..

|
-~

IT'S BEEN
¥ THREEE PAYS SINCE | BROUGHT [T BACK FROM
HANS LOCKED HIMSELF GENEVA FOR YOUR POOR MOTHER..,
I HIS ROCM... MARIA 4 - HOW SHE LOWED MUSIC...
SAYS THAT... ; VIENNESE WALTZES...
ITALIAN OFERA...

EVER SINCE SHE PASSED, LEAVE ME ALOME... OH AND ONE
EVERYTHING HAS GONE POWN HILL... SURELY, YOU HAVE BETTER MORE THING. O ME
Do you REMEMBER YOUR THINGS TO DO...AS FOR ME, A FAVOMR: GET THAT

MOTHER, ANNAP I SO TIRED... THING OUTTA

MY SIGHT...




MY DEAR SISTER,
WHEN YOU HEAR
THIS MESSAGE, | WILL
ALREADY HAVE LEFT OFF
TO A LOMG JOURMNEY...

ITS BETTER FOR BEVERYONE THIS WAY...
PONT WORRY ABOUT ME AT ALL. IVE TAKEN
MOMNEY FROM MARIA'S APRON TO GET

A TRAIM TICKET AN COVER MY BASIC MEEDS...

LATER, ILL FINDG WORK...

IM GOING EAST.
FEOPLE SAY THAT OUT THERE,
IN THE FARTHEST, FROZEN REACHES
OF SIBERIA, SOME MAMMOTHS LIKE
THE ONES THAT ADORN THE WALLS
OF OUR SECRET CAVE STILL LIVE...

TO BE CONTINUED




